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THE HIGH SCHOOL JOURNAL 



THE LATIN COLUMN 



FIRST YEAR LATIN 

THE importance of first year Latin in connection 
with further progress in the language is sta- 
tistically shown by the following facts. The mastery 
of first year Latin gives the student command of 
more than 98% of the inflectional endings, more 
than 95% of the constructions, and 70% of the words 
on any page of ordinarily difficult Latin read in either 
high school or college. Therefore the strongest teacher 
in your Latin department should have charge of the 
first year work. — Harry F. Lafshaw. 



sentences are derived from Latin? Mention the Latin 
originals from which they are derived. — G. A. H. 



VOCABULARY 

Students completing four years of high school Latin 
should have a thorough knowledge of the Lodge Vo-' 
cabulary (Vocabulary of High School Latin, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, 1909.) This vocabulary 
gives the 2,000 words of most frequent occurrence in 
high school Latin — incidentally these are the very words 
needed also in college Latin. For the use of the high 
school student, The Latin Word List by G. H. Browne, 
published by Ginn and Company in 1909, gives prac- 
tically the same words in a much more compact and 
usable form arranging them in the order of their num- 
erical importance. Approximately speaking a knowl- 
edge of 650 of the most frequently used words gives 
the student command of 70% of the words on any 
page of ordinary Latin; a knowledge of 1,000 words 
gives him the ability to know 80% of the words he 
meets ; while a knowledge of 2,000 words enables him 
to understand somewhat more than 90% of any or- 
dinary text. Stated differently, the vocabulary of first 
year Latin gives the student the ability to know seven 
words in ten; then to learn one more word, or eight 
words in ten, he must master 350 additional vocabulary 
words; and finally to gain still another word or nine 
words in ten, he must acquire as many words as he 
had previously learned, namely 1,000. Therefore make 
sure of all 2,000 but make doubly sure of the first 
1,000.— H. F. L. 



LATIN DERIVATIVE EXERCISE 

"British policy is not only 'the increasing association 
of Indians in every branch of the administration,' but 
also 'the gradual development of self-governing insti- 
tutions with a view to the progressive realization of re- 
sponsible government in India as an integral part of the 
British Empire.' " "From a careful examination of the 
existing structure of government and an exhaustive re- 
view of present conditions in India, the report deduces 
two definite conclusions." Which words in these two 



THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

The December issue of the Classical Journal is ad- 
dressed in particular to high school teachers in Latin. 
It contains, among other things, articles on "Economy 
in First- Year Latin Work," "Latin Plays for Schools," 
"Latin Training for Business," "The Latin in Eng- 
lish."— G. A. H. 



NOTICE TO LATIN TEACHERS 

Teachers of Latin in the high schools are invited to 
send in ideas on the teaching of Latin, brief paragraphs 
on methods used to present various forms of grammar, 
translation, and literature. These will be printed in the 
Latin Column as space permits. Address G. A. Harrer, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 



THE SMITH-TOWNER BILL 

<By L. A. WILLIAMS 

The University of North Carolina 

FRIENDS of the Smith-Towner Bill will be in- 
terested to know that from recent announce- 
ments in the newspapers it appears that a bill will 
soon be introduced into Congress for the purpose 
of changing the Department of the Interior to a De- 
partment of Public Works and creating a new depart- 
ment, viz., the Department of Public Welfare. To do 
this there will of necessity be a transfer and rearrange- 
ment of the number of existing bureaus and divisions 
within the several departments of our National Gov- 
ernment. Under this proposal the Bureau of Educa- 
tion would become a bureau within the proposed new 
Department of' Public Welfare being placed on a foot- 
ing with the Public Health Service, The Children's 
Bureau, The Bureau of Pensions, and several other 
bureaus or divisions. 

It is not easy at the present writing to understand 
exactly what is to be gained for the public schools and 
public school interests in the United States by merely 
transferring the Bureau of Education from one de- 
partment to another. The contention of public school 
men and their desire for a Department of Education 
is based upon the fundamental assumption that educa- 
tion is a matter of national concern and should be 
placed on a par with the national interest in war 
whether by land or sea, with finances, with labor and 
commerce and the like. 

No one will question for an instant that there ought 
to be a thorough reorganization and reclassification of 
the several bureaus and divisions of our Government. 
Everyone at all familiar with the administration of 



